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Dear HERC Friends, 
 As I write this message, HERC is 
very busy organizing the Annual Es-
say and Art Contest for students. More 
judges are needed to help score the essays 
submitted. The deadline date is March 
27th. If you can assist, please contact 
Robyn Rachin at Robin@holocaus-
tresources.org. The community-wide 
Holocaust Remembrance Day Commem-
oration, Yom Hashoah, and the contest 
awards ceremony will be held on April 
19th at Temple Israel.  
 The next year will be a time when 
HERC will be featuring new programs 
and growing with partnerships. As time 
passes, and the number of survivors 
is smaller, the next generation will be 
charged to educate, inspire and engage 
from memories of history. Developing 
programs and strategies will provide a 
vehicle for the schools and community 
to reach a better understanding why the 
lessons of the Holocaust are relative for 
today’s world. By taking action, HERC 
will support advancing through advocacy 
and accelerate progress of collaboration 
to fulfilling the education and commu-
nity needs.
 On March 19th, the third film 
presented will feature Address Unknown 
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at All Saints Cinema. The movie is free 
and open to the public. You won’t want 
to miss this movie that will take you back 
in time to show what America did know 
during WWII. 
 Plans have started to organize 
programs later in the year. Your member-
ship helps reach the goals to support the 
ongoing events. Please join or renew your 
membership to support HERC’s very im-
portant educational mission. Remember 
the past is where it all starts. Less than 
$1 is allotted for each student annually 
in the state of Florida for education of 
the Holocaust. It is nearly impossible for 
students to grasp the material and un-
derstand its relevance with inadequate 
curriculum, training and supplies. It is 
imperative our future generations recog-
nize the danger of prejudice and hate and 
instead approach others with respect and 
acceptance. Thanks to the 
HERC Board for con-
tinuing as leaders in the 
community; we all can 
be a leader and make a 
difference.

Barbara Goldstein
HERC President
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Lessons from LeMoyne
     To all of the artists participat-
ing in HERC’s annual art contest, 
I would first like to say “thank 
you”.  By participating in the 
contest you are helping to bear 
witness for the six million vic-
tims, in addition to the survivors, 
of the Holocaust.  It is only with 
the help and passion of younger 
generations that education about 
the hatred that spawned the Ho-
locaust and the awareness of how 
it connects to today’s world can 
continue to go forward.
     As you are pondering your 
art project, you might be asking 
yourself what exactly the judges 
are looking for and how you can 
increase your chances of taking 
home top honors.  Several weeks 
ago, I conducted an interview 
with Ann Kozeliski, Executive 
Director at the LeMoyne Center 
for the Visual Arts.  I hope that 
this interview is of help to you 
and inspires your artwork.

Sarah Johnson: What is LeMoyne 
looking for in the art submis-
sions?
Ann Kozeliski: We are looking 
for quality submissions, while 
keeping in mind the age of the      

artist.  We will be looking to see 
how they best visually express 
themselves within the contest 
criteria.  The competitors are only 
limited by their imaginations and 
I believe that challenge is a good 
thing.

S.J.: What do you think of this 
year’s theme—the liberators?
A.K.: I think that it is a very ad-
mirable theme.  There are many 
directions that the submissions 
can take because of the different 
types of liberators.

S.J.: One last question: why do 
you think that this contest is 
important for the community?  
Thank you for sitting down with 
me.
A.K.: This contest is important 
for the community because it all 
starts with one child at a time.  
The children who participate in 
this contest can keep this with 
them throughout their lifetime.  
The facts about the Holocaust 
will never die.  These atrocities 
need to be kept alive through oral 
history so that we do not repeat 
them.

Become a Judge for the Annual 
Holocaust Essay Contest
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Deadline: March 27, 2015 
Contact: Robyn Rachin, Essay Contest Chair  

850-559-3223; robyn@holocaustresources.org

Upcoming
Events

Thursday, March 19
Movie Showing of 

“Address Unknown” 
7-9 p.m.

All Saints Cinema
918 Railroad Ave. 

Tall., FL 32301
(Book Club Meets Here)

Friday, March 27
2015 Essay & Art Contest 

Submission Deadline
 Midnight

Monday, March 30
2015 Art Contest 
Judging Begins

Sunday, April 19
Essay & Arts Contest 

Awards Ceremony
3-5 p.m.

Temple Israel
2215 Mahan Drive

Tall., FL 32308

Thursday, April 23
Movie Showing of

“Pastor Hall”
7-9 p.m.

All Saints Cinema
918 Railroad Ave. 

Tall., FL 32301



1. Katarina Forsthoefel of John Paul II Catholic High School (2014 3rd 
place winner) 2. Juliana Atwell of Montford Middle School (2013 1st place 
winner) 3. Jade’ Yates of Wakulla High School (2014 2nd place winner) 
4. Iyshwary Vigneswaran, 5th grade, of Florida State University School 
(2013 2nd place winner).

2015 Holocaust 
Essay & Art 

Contests
Giving Children 

a Voice

Essay and Art Prompt
World War II liberators, witnesses to the atrocities of the 
Holocaust, documented this time in history so that we 
would not forget. On this 70th anniversary of the liberation 
of the concentration camps, address the significance of the 
liberators. Who were the liberators and what can we learn 
from them?

Eligibility: Grades 4-12

Deadline: March 27, 2015

Florida Counties: Franklin, Gadsden, Jefferson, Leon, 
Madison, Taylor, and Wakulla
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Presented by The Holocaust Education Resource Council

Essays must be submitted online to enter the contest at the 
HERC website: www.holocaustresources.org. 

Student art must be dropped off at LeMoyne Center for 
Visual Arts at 125 N. Gadsden St., Tallahassee, FL 32301 
on Tuesday, March 24 - Friday, March 27 from 
10 a.m. - 5 p.m. Call LeMoyne at 850-222-8800. 

For More Information
Essay Contest Chair

Robyn Rachin 
850-559-3223 

robyn@holocaustresources.org

Art Drop Off and Pick Up
LeMoyne Center for Visual Arts

Ann Kozeliski 
850-222-8800 

director@lemoyne.org

HERC President
Barbara Goldstein

850-443-9649
barbara@holocaustresources.org

HERC Vice President
Rita Blank

850-386-8575
ritamb553@comcast.net

For specific contest rules, visit
www.holocaustresources.org. 
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 To study the Holocaust one 
must travel down a never-ending, 
dark abyss with train stops at some 
of the most terrifying and infamous 
places in the world: Auschwitz-
Birkenau, Belzec, Chelmno, Ma-
jdanek, Sobibor, and Treblinka.  
These six extermination camps 
in Poland are what we most com-
monly associate with the six mil-
lion victims of the Holocaust, along 
with the other concentration camps 
(Dachau, Buchenwald, etc.) and 
ghettos (Warsaw, Lodz, Krakow, 
etc.).  However, another Holocaust 
took place prior to the one that is 
not as widely studied.  It did not 
involve mass transports of people 
to the east for “resettlement”.  It did 
not involve gas chambers or hor-
rific medical experiments.  It did 
not involve the infamous “selection” 
process or tattoos on prisoner’s 
arms.  What it did involve was deep 
pits, spades, everyday townspeople, 
and, most importantly, bullets.  The 
event that I am referring to is Hitler’s 
Hidden Holocaust, during which ap-
proximately 1.5 million Jewish men, 
women, and children were system-
atically murdered one by one by one.
     When Germany launched Op-
eration Barbarossa, the invasion 
of the Soviet Union, on June 22, 
1941, plans were already in place 
for the deployment of Einsatzgrup-
pen (mobile killing units) squads 
behind the front lines to physically 
annihilate Jews, Communists and 
other persons deemed to be danger-
ous to establishment of long-term 
German rule on Soviet territory 
(Musuem, 2014).  As the German 

Hitler’s Hidden 
Holocaust 
By Sarah Johnson, HERC Intern

army advanced through the Soviet 
Union, the Einsatzgruppen moved 
with them and carried out “special 
actions” along the way.  One of the 
most famous of these “actions” took 
place at Babi Yar on September 
29-30, 1941 in Kiev, Ukraine where 
approximately 33,771 Jews were 
murdered.  Father Patrick Desbois, 
a Catholic priest from France, has 
made it his life mission to uncover 
other, less well-known, and more 
hidden sites of these Einsatzgruppen 
“actions” in the Ukraine.  This work 
is the basis for his book, The Holo-
caust by Bullets.
     Father Desbois initially traveled 
to the Ukraine to visit the camp at 
Rawa-Ruska where his grandfa-
ther had been held during World 
War II.  After learning of the loca-
tion of a mass grave nearby, he was 
struck with the desire to learn more 
about them and to find out if the 
area residents could remember any 
details of when their neighbors were 
forced out of their homes, led to 
freshly-dug pits, stripped naked, and 
shot in the back or nape of the neck 
by the Einsatzgruppen.  What he 
discovered was that ordinary towns-
people, oftentimes children, were 
requisitioned to help out the Nazis 
with these tasks.  In interview after 
interview, witnesses recalled how 
they were forced out of their homes 
and made to bring their spades to 
help dig or cover up the mass graves, 
walk down into the graves them-

selves to flatten out the bodies so 
that the next layer could fit on top 
more easily, remove the gold teeth 
from the naked Jews as they stood 
in line awaiting execution, and sort 
through the clothes and other items 
left behind to determine which 
things were valuable enough to be 
shipped back to Germany.  Perhaps 
the most shocking and macabre 
details to come from Father Desbois 
interviews was the fact that almost 
every witness said that the ground 
moved for several days after the pits 
had been filled in.  This occurred be-
cause the Nazis bullet did not always 
kill their intended Jewish victim 
and they were instead buried alive.  
Even more shocking was the fact 
that some witnesses said that victim’s 
arms were coming up through the 
ground, longing for a lifeline.

(Continued on page 5) 

Fr. Patrick 
Desbois 
(Courtesy of 
www.yahadi-
nunum.org.)

German soldiers of the 
Waffen-SS and the Reich 
Labor Service look on as a 
member of an Einsatzgrup-
pe prepares to shoot a 
Ukrainian Jew kneeling on 
the edge of a mass grave 
filled with corpses.  (Cour-
tesy of United States Holo-
caust Memorial Museum)

Holocaust Education Resource Council | P.O. Box 16282 Tall., FL 32317 | holocaustresources.org

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/HERCTallahassee



(Continued from page 4)
     In January 2004 Father Patrick Des-
bois founded Yahad-In-Unum, which 
means “together” in both Hebrew 
and Latin, to further his mission to 
document Hitler’s Hidden Holocaust.  
Their mission statement says that 
“Learning from the past and educat-
ing in the present, we ensure that mass 
killing will never again be a silent 
crime (Yahad-In-Unum, 2014).”  They 
work throughout the former Soviet 
Union to seek out witnesses to these 
executions, as well as identifying each 
execution site and mass grave.  Due to 
the age of the witnesses, the window 
with which to collect this information 
is rapidly closing, but to date the orga-
nization has identified 1,337 execution 
sites, collected 3,580 testimonies and 
conducted 79 research trips in seven 
countries that were once part of the 
Soviet Union (Yahad-In-Unum, 2014).
     After I finished Father Desbois’ 
book, I had to take some time to pro-
cess everything that I had just read.  
Piles of bodies, blood everywhere, 
machine guns firing, and the moans 
of the people buried alive haunted my 
thoughts.  If I was this disturbed by 
learning the details of these execu-
tions, I cannot imagine how difficult it 
must be for the witnesses to live with 
their memories every day.  Despite 
how disturbing the material was, I 
feel that it was important for me to 
study it so that I can help educate oth-
ers about Hitler’s Hidden Holocaust.  
Its 1.5 million victims might not be 
widely known to some, but thanks 
to Father Desbois their names and 
stories are emerging from the mass 
graves and into the hearts and minds 
of all of us.  They are now able to rest 
in peace knowing that they will never 
be forgotten.  Father Desbois remem-
bers.  Yahad-In-Unum remembers.  I 
remember.  You remember.  
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Lost Violin of Auschwitz 
Plays Again
By Alexandra Hudson

From The Jewish Daily Forward January 27, 2015

Reuters) — A violin thrown some seventy years ago from a train transporting 
French Jews to the Nazi Auschwitz death camp will sound in the concert hall 
of the Berlin Philharmonic on Tuesday night, along with other instruments 
once played by victims of the Holocaust.
 A French railwayman caught that unknown passenger’s violin and 
gave it to his daughter to play.
 Years later it found its way into the hands of Israeli violin-maker and 
restorer Amnon Weinstein, whose extraordinary collection comprises violins 
embodying their former owners’ tragic histories and stories of survival.
 Tuesday marks 70 years since the liberation of Auschwitz by Soviet 
troops. Around 1.5 million people, mainly European Jews, were gassed, shot, 
hanged and burned at the camp in southern Poland during World War Two.
 Tuesday’s concert will also feature one of Weinstein’s violins that had 
belonged to a member of Auschwitz’s prisoner orchestra.
The orchestra played while inmates were marched to work and to entertain 
guards. The ability to play often saved lives.
 Like his violin-maker father Moshe, who was born in Vilnius but 
emigrated to Palestine, Amnon initially wanted to let his family history rest. 
Every relative that had remained in eastern Europe died in the Holocaust.
 Then in the 1980s, a man walked into Amnon’s workshop who told 
him he had played his violin in Auschwitz. He hadn’t touched the instrument 
since, but wanted to pass it down to his grandson in good condition and gave 
it to Weinstein to restore.
 The front was damaged from having been played in snow and rain. 
When he took it apart, Weinstein found ash inside.
Later, and encouraged by a German bow-maker working with him, Weinstein 
began to research the history of some of the German violins already in his fa-
ther’s workshop - instruments which Jews fleeing Europe could no longer bear 
to play, and had sold on arrival in Tel Aviv. Nobody in Israel wanted them.
 Some of the violins which will also be played on Tuesday followed 
their former owners half away around the world through decades of home-
lessness and exile. The collection is known as the “Violins of Hope.”
 On concert includes works by Jewish composers such as Mahler, 
banned from performance by the Nazis, as well as works by German compos-
ers such as Bach and Beethoven.

Amnon Wein-
stein has de-
voted his life 
to researching 
and collecting 
Holocaust-era. 
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 Jews were the target of harassment in more countries 
across the globe in 2013 than at any time in past seven years, a 
study released Friday showed, with hostility towards the religious 
group higher in Europe than any other world region.
 The report by the US-based Pew Research Center com-
bined the results of two separate indexes – one measuring govern-
ment actions that curb religious beliefs and practices and another 
measuring acts of social religious hostility by private individuals 
or organisations.
 It found that harassment and hostility against Jews, ei-
ther by the government or members of the public, were recorded 
in 77 of 198 countries surveyed in 2013, up from 71 in 2012 and 
the highest number since Pew first began recording figures in 
2007.
 It was in Europe, however, that levels of social harass-
ment were most alarming. The study found that Jews faced this 
type of harassment in 34 of the continent’s 45 countries (76 
percent) – a higher share than in any other region and against a 
global average of 25 percent.
 “In France, three men attacked a teenager who was 
wearing a kippah in Vitry-Sur-Seine in March, threatening, 
‘We will kill all of you Jews’,” said the report. “In Spain, vandals 
painted a large swastika on the walls of a bull ring in the city of 
Pinto in August, along with the words “Hitler was right.”
 “And in Norway, the newspaper Dagbladet published 
a controversial cartoon in May that appeared to be mocking the 
practice of circumcision.”
 The report comes at a time when fears over growing 
anti-Semitism are causing concerns across Europe.
 France in particular has faced a worrying rise in anti-
Jewish acts in recent months, with a deadly January 9 attack on a 
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Anti-Semitism spreading 
across Europe, says study 
By France 24 International News  February 28, 2015

Paris kosher supermarket, just days after Islamic extrem-
ists shot dead 12 people at the French satirical weekly 
Charlie Hebdo, further fuelling religious tensions.
 A rise in anti-Semitism as been cited as one of the 
reasons for 7,000 Jews leaving France for Israel in 2014, 
according to Israeli government figures, twice as many as 
in the previous year.
 Christians and Muslims face most harassment
 The situation for Muslims in Europe was not much 
better, the study found, with harassment recorded in 32 
countries, or 71 percent – again much higher than the 
global average of 34 percent.
 The report cited examples such as bloody pigs’ heads be-
ing placed at a site of a planned mosque in Germany and 
threatening letters sent to several mosques and Muslim 
cultural centres in Ireland.

 When all religions were taken into account, two-thirds 
of European countries saw instances of harassment by organ-
ised groups. In a case in Italy, for example, four men 
were sent to prison after they published lists of Jewish 
residents and businesses on neo-Nazi websites.
 And in four out of ten European countries, there were 
reported incidents of individuals being assaulted or forced from 
their homes or places of worship in retaliation for religious activi-
ties.
 In Poland, arsonists set fire to the door of a mosque in 
Gdansk, while in Greece several Jehovah’s Witnesses’ houses of 
worship and mosques were set ablaze in multiple cities through-
out the year.
 The Pew report combined the results of two separate in-
dexes – one measuring government actions that curb religious be-
liefs and practices and another measuring acts of social religious 
hostility by private individuals or organisations.
 It found that overall restrictions on religion, whether 
social of governmental, were high or very high in 39 percent of 
countries, down from 43 percent the year before.
 Christians and Muslims, the worlds’ two largest religions 
making up more than half of the global population, faced harass-
ment in the highest number of countries, at 52 percent and 50 
percent respectively.
 Among the world’s 25 most populous countries, the 
highest overall levels of restrictions were found in Burma, Egypt, 
Indonesia, Pakistan and Russia.
 China had the highest level of government restrictions of 
25 most populous countries in 2013, while India had the highest 
level of social hostilities.

People with Israeli flags and ban-
ners attend a rally against anti-

Semitism entitled “Stand Up! Jew 
Hatred - Never Again!” in Berlin on 
September 14, 2014. (AFP / Markus 

Schreiber)
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Special Note for March Book Club: The book group is 
reading the same title as the March Movie Night (the movie gives the 
story a slightly different twist) and will meet at All Saints Cinema on 
March 19 to view the film and discuss the story.
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HERC Featured 
Member of the 

Month
This addition to the 

newsletter features a member who has 
given his or her time, talent and treasure 
to HERC. Check each month for the next 

member spotlight!
Ron Sachs

President & CEO of Sachs Media Group

Dana Edwards: How did you first get in-
volved with HERC?
Ron Sachs: I happen to be Jewish and I’ve 
always been appalled by that terrible part 
of modern history. When I learned about 
the good works of HERC I took an interest. 
Barbara and Rita are two inspiring women 
who have done a marvelous job educating 
the community.

D.E.: What is one of your most memorable 
experiences working with HERC?
R.S.: Just supporting its good work through 
time and donations is memorable enough 
for me. To know that I am a part of a larger 
effort in supporting its mission, I think 
that anything we do becomes a memorable 
experience of HERC. 

D.E.: What do you wish other people knew 
about HERC?
R.S.: I think it’s important for people to 
know HERC is not a Jewish organization or 
only for Jews. It is important for all of us to 
never be complacent. We need to support 
the continuing education of how terrible the 
reality of that history was. If we do not learn 
from history we are doomed to repeat it. We 
shall never let it happen again.

D.E.: Why do you support HERC?
R.S.: I support HERC because every single 
day HERC is looking for new and effective 
ways to reach out and teach others about 
the Holocaust, the genocide that attempted 
to wipe Jews from the face of the planet. It’s 
not a Jewish issue; it’s a global humanitarian 
issue.

D.E.: What do you think will change about 
HERC over the next five years?
R.S.: I think HERC is going to grow and 
become even more important in its work 
because, tragically, the current wave of 
violent anti-semitism sweeping across Eu-
rope poses the same threat that Hitler and 
the Nazi regime did to humanity in World 
War II. We can’t just ignore what’s happen-
ing in countries all across Europe where 
Jewish businesses are being targeted. If left 
unchecked, this could begin a wildfire that 
could begin a new genocide.

D.E.: Elie Wiesel, a Holocaust survivor, 
said, “Without memory, there is no cul-
ture. Without memory, there would be no 
civilization, no society, no future.” Can you 
tell me why remembering the Holocaust is 
important to you?
R.S.: It’s a true life horror story that must be 
studied and remembered because it really is 
the darkest chapter in modern human his-
tory. The words “Holocaust” and “genocide” 
need to live and resonate with people of 
every generation going forward.

D.E.: Who is your role model, and why?
R.S.: The best man I’ve ever known in my 
life, was my step-father, Frank Gray. When 
he married my mother, there were four of us 
kids, ages eight to 13, and he married us all. 
He didn’t just love her, he loved us all. Every 
good value and most lessons I’ve learned 
about integrity, honor and being a good 
person are from being under his sphere of 
good influence. He passed away eight years 
ago and I think about him every day.

D.E.: What might someone be surprised to 
know about you?
R.S.: Well when I was a young reporter at 
the Miami Herald, Bruce Springsteen was 
just coming into fame. He was doing con-
certs in Miami in the 70s and I was assigned 
to find him and interview him. While I 
was with the photographer after interview-
ing Bruce, Bruce put his hands around my 
throat in mock choking way. So, I have a 
photo of Bruce Springsteen choking me. It’s 
quite funny. 

D.E.: If you could have dinner with five 
famous people from history, who would 
they be?
R.S.: I would enjoy a conversation about 
faith and spirituality with Jesus and Moses. 
I think they would have a very interesting 
perspective. John F. Kennedy was elected 
when I was in grade school, and his energy 
was inspiring  to me. He awakened my in-
terest in government and politics and public 
affairs. Edward R. Murrow was the first 
television journalist who really showed the 
country what journalism and investigative 
reporting could be. He challenged Sena-
tor Joseph McCarthy during the Red Scare, 
a horrible time in the country. But it only 
took one journalist to show this. Frankly, 
I’d want to ask Eve, “Why did you bite the 
apple?” The journalist in me would have to 
ask that question.
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2015 Membership
Rita Blank

Art and Elaine Cooper
Linda Davey

Dana Edwards
Morris and Terri Fishman

Shari Gewanter
Mitchell and Jacque Gilberg

Barbara Goldstein
Susan Haddix
Jeff Helicher
Roberta Hill
Sol Hirsch

Rick and Linda Hyson
Susan Kapp
Paula Kiger

Eileen Lerner
John Lutz

David and Mona Markell
Bill and Jill Mattox

Michael and Julie McBride
David McNaughton

Roger Peace
Eva Pelt

Virginia Perkins
Amy Piotrowski

Myrnalee Smith Rosinsky
Ron and Jane Schagrin

Jerry and Susan Sternstein
St. John’s Episcopal Church                       

Tallahassee Jewish Federation
Barry and Tiffanie Webster

Tasha Weinstein
Daniela Wellna

Judge James Wolf
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HERC 2015 Membership Form

Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________________________________

Home Phone: ___________________ Cell Phone: __________________ Email: _________________________

I am interested in helping one or more of the following committees:

___________ Book Club     _____________ Holocaust Remembrance

___________ Essay and Art Contest    _____________ Community Outreach

___________ Teacher Workshop    _____________ Membership

Membership Enables You To:
•	 Attend programs, films, and scholars’ lectures – at reduced rates or no charge
•	 Receive notice of ongoing programs, updates on current genocidal situations, and invitations to special 
events
•	 Borrow from our extensive collection of books, media, research files and curricula on Holocaust, geno-
cide & human rights issues
•	 Affirm your personal commitment to our mission and help us reach our goal

HERC is making a difference in our community, but we cannot continue to do so without your support. We urge 
you to join us at whatever membership level is most comfortable for you.

HERC Offers Various Levels of Membership:
Please select a membership level.

______ $36 (Chai- Life) This membership level purchases a DVD, book or periodical for our school resources

______ $100 (Shalom- Peace) This membership level provides a scholarship for a student with the annual essay 
and art contest

______ $250 (B’racha-Blessing) This membership level buys a set of books for a school classroom

______ $500 (Zichron-Remembrance) This membership level helps to sponsor a speaker for annual teacher 
training workshop

Please Send Checks To:
Holocaust Education Resource Council 

P.O. Box 16282 
Tallahassee, FL. 32317

Membership can also be purchased online at: www.holocaustresources.org.
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